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Dear Readers,

As we step into the enchanting month of
February, often adorned with the title
"the month of love," | find myself
reflecting on the beauty and vastness of
this emotion that transcends time.
February,  with its  heart-shaped
chocolates, crimson roses, and whispered
declarations, reminds us to celebrate love
in all its forms—romantic, platonic,
familial, and even the love we nurture for
ourselves. While Valentine's Day stands as
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True love is not just about
or poetic words; it is
patience of a parent, tt
friend, the smile of a stra
the quiet strength we

during difficult times. It i
the constraints of a cc
ticking of a clock—it is €
and constantly evolving.

As we embrace the spirit
us remember to nurture lo
the year. Let it flow free

limits of a single holic

Cherish your loved ones ne
but with time, words, and

Celebrate yourself, too
worthy of the love you so
to others. So, dear reade
be not just a reminder
starting point to carry its
corner of your life. Love
compassionately, and let
celebration of the bouna
hold within our hearts.

With warmth and infinite
Miss Minds
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To those who have placed their

trust in us - your belief in our
mission has been the driving force
behind our success. Your support
has allowed us to grow, innovate,
and make a difference in ways we
could have only dreamed of.

To every individual who has
worked with us, whether past or
present - your contributions
have been invaluable. You have
helped shape this organization,
adding depth, passion, and
expertise that continue to inspire
us every day.

We look forward to the future
with the same enthusiasm and
determination that brought us
here. Here's to many more years
of impact, growth, and shared
success.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Project MindMatters .

Dear Readers

As we celebrate two incredible years of
growth, learning, and impact, we want to
take a moment to express our deepest
gratitude. This journey has been one of
dedication, purpose, and unwavering
commitment, and we are honored to have

been part of something so meaningful.
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TYPES OF LOVE

LANGUAGES

Beneath February's serene fleeting
blue skies, Valentine’s Day, the
enchanting celebration of love and
connection, is more than just a day
of roses and chocolates, it's a
tender reminder of love's timeless
warmth and cherishing
relationships of all kinds. It's a day
of words turning into poetry, hearts
beating louder, and even silence
feeling sacred. Love, in all its

forms, dances in the air—between

lovers, among friends, within
ourselves—painting the world in

hues of passion and grace. It is a
day not merely for grand gestures
but for the quiet moments that
whisper, “You are loved” In its

gentle glow, we are reminded that
love, like the seasons, always finds
its way back to us.
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Love, in all its glory, is a force to reckon with that
shapes lives, moves mountains, and defies all odds.
Love finds beauty in imperfection, grace in
vulnerability, and strength in forgiveness. It is what
makes us human. But having said all that, have you
ever paused to wonder how love communicates? Is it
in the whispered "l love you" at dawn, a warm hug at
the end of a long day, or the simple act of
remembering  someone’s  favourite candy on
Valentine's Day? We all express and receive love in
unigue ways—sometimes via words, sometimes through
deeds, and sometimes in the silent moments in
between. How can you convey to someone that they
matter? How do you know when they're saying it back?

This brings us to the concept of love languages
which are distinct ways individuals express and
interpret love, a concept that was introduced by
psychologist Dr. Gary Chapman, understanding these
can help bridge communication gaps and strengthen

emotional ties with our loved ones.
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The Five Love Languages

l. Words of Affirmation are
oftentimes associated with verbal
expressions of love, appreciation,
and encouragement. For example,
compliments, affirming statements,
and verbal support. This tends to
help boost self-esteem and foster a
sense of value. This might be your
love language if you like hearing “I
love you” often, you thrive when
you're encouraged by others.

2. Quality Time is giving another
person your undivided attention
and engaging in  meaningful
activities together. For example,
having deep conversations, sharing
hobbies, and planned outings. This
helps  enhance  feelings  of
connection and belonging. This
might be your love language if you
like making time for others and
feeling disconnected when you

don't spend enough time together.
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3. Acts of Service consist of selfless,

thoughtful acts that help alleviate the
burden on your partner, making their
ife easier. For example, you might
assist with chores like cooking and
cleaning, running errands, and
providing support in tasks. This helps
reduce stress and demonstrates
reliability. This might be your love
language if you become elated when
someone helps without being asked.
Actions speak louder than words for
you.

4. Receiving Gifts are oftentimes
described as tangible tokens of love,
thoughtfulness and appreciation. For
example:  Personalized  presents,
surprise deliveries, and meaningful
souvenirs. This helps create feelings of
being valued and remembered. This
might be your love language if you
pride yourself on giving thoughtful
gifts, and you most appreciate
meaningful gifts.
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5. Physical Touch helps create a connection
through appropriate physical touch (nonsexual
or sexual). For example, hugs, holding hands,

and gentle touches. These small actions help

release oxytocin, promoting happiness and
reducing anxiety. This might be your love
language if you are a “touchy-feely” person and
feel most loved when embraced or touched.

(If you are unable to identify your primary love
language, click this link

https://Slovelanguages.com/ that directs you to

a quiz to help determine it)

Design: Mandisha Mandal
Content: Anshika Verma & Rhea Sandra
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is full of obstacles and

Lite
stresses, but being loved in the
way you love being loved can
make it easy to deal with those
obstacles and work through
that stress, and it can validate
the way you think and feel.
Understanding and accepting
the various and unending ways
love can be expressed can —
foster an environment of

support, and acceptance, and
can strengthen your bonds,
working to improve your life in

numerous ways.
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HEART HEALTHI
MONTH

Mind - heart connection as the
term suggests is the relationship
between the mind and the heart
and how each affects one
another. This connection is
interdependent, and mind, heart,
and body are interrelated.

Poor mental health can worsen
heart health, and cardiovascular
issues can, in turn, exacerbate
mental health problems. According
to research, negative
psychological factors such as
depression, stress, anxiety, anger,
pessimism and dissatisfaction,
personality traits, and mental
health disorders can negatively
affect heart health whereas
positive psychological attributes
lower the risk of cardiovascular
disease.
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Anxiety, stress, and depression are known to cause unhealthy
biological responses like increased blood pressure, reduced blood flow
to the heart, irregular heart rate, irregular heart rhythm, inflammation,
etc all of which can lead to reduced heart health and increase the
chances of heart disease and stroke as these physiological effects can
lead to calcium buildup in the arteries, metabolic disease, and heart
disease.

Behaviors that are caused by reduced mental health also have an
impact on the heart health of a person. For example, smoking and
drinking as a coping mechanism, lowered levels of physical activity, an
unhealthy diet when depressed, and chronic stress leads individuals to
overeat unhealthy comfort foods
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On the other end of the

spectrum, it is seen that

positivity, optimism, a

sense of purpose,

gratitude, resilience,

and positive emotions
“r* : like happiness,
: excitement, and
contentment are
associated with healthy
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individuals with a strong
sense of purpose and

supportive

relationships exhibit

better glucose control,
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reduced inflammation

and lower blood p
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It is also important to take care of our
mental health after learning about a

cardiovascular problem by engaging in

meditative practices, consulting a
ologist or psychotherapist, talking

ividuals who have similar
ou, and getting a better

ondition.

It is however not just mental healt
affects heart health. Evidence show
that mental health disorders like
depression, anxiety, and PTSD can
develop due to the occurrence of heart
problems including heart failure, stroke,
and heart attack.

This two-way relationship between
mental and heart health underscores
the need for a holistic approach to
well-being, breaking this cycle will
promote physical and psychological
resilience. We can do this by
incorporating different practices into
our daily life such as regular physical
activities like walking, swimming, or
yoga leading to boosted heart health
and reduced stress and anxiety, having
a balanced diet that is rich in fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, and lean
proteins, maintaining strong social
connections and seeking support from
loved ones contributing to better
mental and heart health
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Life can often feel
overwhelming, with emotions
piling up and stress taking its
toll. While therapy,
mindfulness, and physical
exercise are well-known tools
for improving mental health,
writing

offers a unique and accessible

way to process feelings, release

tension, and foster emotional
healing. Whether it's journaling,
writing poetry, or creating
stories, putting thoughts into
words

can be deeply therapeutic.
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Consider Emma, a young professional who struggled to
move on after a difficult breakup. Her friends and family
offered support, but she often felt unable to fully express
what she was going through. One day, she decided to
write about her emotions in a journal. At first, her words
were raw and unfiltered, a mixture of anger, sadness, and
confusion. Over time, however, her journaling became more
reflective. She wrote about what she learned from the
relationship and what she wanted for herself moving
forward. Writing became her safe space, a private outlet for
her pain, and a tool for self-discovery. “It helped me
organize my thoughts and let go of things | didn't even
realize | was holding onto,” she said.

For James, a medical student dealing with severe anxiety,
writing served a different purpose. His worries often
spiraled out of control, leaving him feeling stuck in his own
mind. At the suggestion of a therapist, he started practicing
“free writing,” a technique where he wrote non-stop for 10
minutes without worrying about grammar, structure, or
coherence. At first, his entries felt chaotic, but they revealed
patterns in his thinking—particularly his tendency to
catastrophize minor issues. By seeing his fears laid out on
paper, he was better able to challenge and manage them.

Writing didn’t just calm his mind; it also gave him the clarity to

approach stressful situations more rationally.

Creative writing can also be a powerful way to heal and
find joy. Maya, a graphic designer, turned to storytelling
during a period of burnout. Exhausted by her demanding
job and feeling disconnected from herself, she began
writing short stories as a hobby. Her stories didn't follow
strict plots or themes; instead, they allowed her to escape
into imaginative worlds. “It gave me something to look
forward to,” she said. “When | wrote, | wasn't thinking about
deadlines or expectations. | was just creating.” Over time,
this practice not only eased her stress but also rekindled her
creativity and confidence.
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Design: Shrey Gupta

Content: AnnciicHIEE The therapeutic benefits of writing are supported

by research, which shows that writing about

emotions can reduce stress, improve mood, and

even strengthen the immune system. The act of
\ writing provides an emotional release, allowing
individuals to process difficult feelings in a safe,
judgment-free space. It also fosters self-
awareness by encouraging reflection. Through
writing, people can uncover patterns in their
emotions, understand their triggers, and develop
healthier coping mechanisms.

Writing is also incredibly accessible. Unlike other
- forms of therapy, it requires no special equipment,
' training, or expense. A blank notebook or a simple

word document is all it takes to begin. There's no

righ’r or wrong way to write—whether it's a stream-

- of-consciousness journal entry, an unsent letter to

c someone, or a piece of poetry, the act of writing

itselfis. what-matters.

For anyone feeling
overwhelmed, stuck, or simply in
need of an outlet, writing can
be a powerful tool for healing.
Like Emma, James, and Maya,
you might find that expressing
your thoughts on paper helps
you make sense of your
emotions, release tension, and

feel more in control.
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Sometimes, the most effective

forms of therapy are the
simplest—and writing, with all its 5

creative possibilities, is one of
the most powerful tools we
have.

T
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SMALL WINS FOR
SHORTEST MONTH

Setting Realistic Mental
Health Goals in February

February is often overlooked as a month to make significant
progress on personal goals, but its brevity makes it the perfect time
to focus on small, achievable wins. These bite-sized goals are not
only easier to manage but also pave the way for sustainable mental
well-being. By prioritizing realistic, manageable activities, you can
enhance your overall mental health without overwhelming yourself.
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Why Small Goals Matter :

When it comes to mental health, small
wins build momentum. Achieving even
the smallest task releases dopamine,
the "feel-good" chemical in your brain,
fostering motivation and positivity.

These micro-goals also
counter the all-or-nothing
mindset, which can often
lead to feelings of failure
and frustration.

For February, consider

adopting a "less is more"
approach by setting one
to three small goals that
align with your priorities.

Whether it's focusing on

gratitude, self-care, or
mindfulness, these
manageable steps can
bring significant benefits.
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ACTIVITY: “The Achievement Jar Challenge”

OBJECTIVE: Cultivate a positive mindset by
acknowledging small, daily wins and moments of

[©)%

How to Do It :
 Materials Needed: A jar, small pieces of
paper, and a pen.

e Daily Practice: At the end of each day,
reflect on something positive that happened,
no matter how small. - Write it down on a
piece of paper. Examples include "Had a
productive conversation with a friend,”
"Enjoyed my morning tea,” or "Took a 10-
minute walk in the sun." - Fold the paper and
place it in the jar.

e End-of-Month Review: On February 28,

open the jar and read through the notes.
Reflect on the positive moments you
experienced, the small wins you had the
entire month, which might otherwise have
gone unnoticed.
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Why It Works

This activity helps shift your focus from stress or negativity to the small
joys in life, boosting your mental health. It's a visual and tangible
reminder that even in the shortest month, there's much to appreciate.

By committing to small, attainable goals like the Achievement Jar
Challenge, February can become a month of progress, positivity, and
well-being. Remember, it’s not about the size of the goal but the
consistency and intention behind it.

Design: Nivitha Mahendran
Content: Garima Singh
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